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[57] ABSTRACT 


A seat carriage is moveable vertically relative to a verti- 
cal support member by a first guide roller thereon lo- 
cated behind the support member and second guide 
roller thereon located in front of the support member 
diagonally below the first roller and by a constant load 
type spring secured on the support member and secured 
to the seat carriage to bias it upwardly when the car- 
riage is unlocked from its adjusted position. The seat 
carriage can be easily locked or unlocked relative to an 
adjusted position by a toggle actuated spring-biased pin 
thereon engaged in one of several height adjustment 
apertures on the support member. 


8 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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FIG. 4 


U.S. Patent Nov: 19,1985  Sheet5of8 4,553,726 


FIG. 5 


U.S. Patent Nov. 19, 1985 Sheet6of8 4,553,726 


U.S. Patent Nov. 19, 1985 Sheet7of8 4,553,726 


FIG. 8 


4,553,726 


Sheet 8 of 8 


U.S. Patent Nov. 19, 1985 


oO e = VA 
» N; 
N 


SA en 
DY A 
74 


6 Ola 


4,553,726 


1 


ADJUSTABLE HEIGHT SEAT APPARATUS FOR 
COMBAT VEHICLE 


FIELD OF THE INVENTION 


The present invention relates to an adjustable, stowa- 
ble seat apparatus and more particularly to a seat appa- 
ratus for a gunner or range finder operator in an ar- 
mored or other combat vehicle or for other personnel 
requiring frequent vertical seat adjustment. 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


The McMichael U.S. Pat. No. 2,937,692 discloses a 
range finder operator’s seat which enables the operator 
to raise and lower the seat to follow the eyepiece of the 
range finder during operation thereof. The seat adjust- 
ment and locking mechanisms there disclosed are quite 
complex, including numerous components and assem- 
blies, which may present maintenance and durability 
problems especially in a combat environment. 

The Scherer U.S. Pat. No. 2,909,212 discloses a 
spring loaded locking mechanism for a chair pedestal. A 
fingeroperated lever is provided with cam surfaces 
adapted to engage surfaces on a spring-biased plunger 
to withdraw the plunger tip from spaced sockets along 
the length of the pedestal for height adjustment pur- 
poses. 

U.S. Pat. No. 2,935,120 issued May 3, 1960 to G. L. 
Naus discloses a vertically adjustable seat and backrest 
for a locomotive operator. A foot-operated dog mecha- 
nism cooperates with height adjusting teeth on an outer 
hollow seat support tube for seat adjustment purposes. 
The seat is rotatable relative to the backrest. 

The Guyton U.S. Pat. No. 4,148,524 issued Apr. 10, 
1979 describes a vertically adjustable seat also having a 
foot operated adjustment mechanism including a foot- 
rest which is pivotably lifted to engage and disengage a 
locking pin relative to associated locking holes or slots 
in an inner tubular support. 

The Koutsky U.S. Pat. No. 4,186,963 issued Feb. 5, 
1980 shows a vehicular seat wherein a seat carriage rolls 
relative to a roller housing and can be latched in ad- 
justed position by a hand operated latch. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
adjustable height seat apparatus which is compact and 
simple in construction and which is especially useful in 
vehicles having limited interior space such as armored 
personnel carriers, tanks and other combat vehicles, 
although it is not limited thereto. 

It is another object of the invention to provide such 
an adjustable height seat apparatus which is advanta- 
geous from a maintenance and durability standpoint 
especially in a combat environment where the appara- 
tus can be subjected to drenching with salt water and 
infiltration of dust, dirt and other foreign matter. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide 
such an adjustable height seat apparatus which can be 
operated easily and frequently to change seat height. 

In a typical working embodiment of the invention, 
the adjustable height seat apparatus includes a support 
means extending upwardly from a base and having a 
plurality of height adjustment means such as apertures 
spaced along the length thereof. A carriage means in- 
cludes a seat preferably pivotally connected to the front 
thereof and further includes a first guide means behind 
the support means and second guide means in front of 
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the support means diagonally below the first guide 
means to allow vertical movement of the carriage rela- 
tive to the support means in smooth fashion with the 
seat cantilevered therefrom. Constant load type spring 
means rotatably supported on the support means is se- 
cured to the carriage means to bias it and the attached 
seat in the upward direction when a position locking 
means is released. The locking means includes a spring 
biased pin means adapted to engage the height adjust- 
ment apertures and toggle linkage means connected to 
the pin means to effect engagement or release thereof 
relative to the height adjustment apertures. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the guide 
means include a first roller means supported behind the 
support means in rolling contact therewith by spaced 
side walls of the carriage means and a second roller 
means supported in front of the support means in rolling 
contact therewith by the same side walls. Stationary 
guide plates may also be provided between each side 
wall of the carriage means and the facing adjacent side 
of the support means to provide full lateral guiding 
action for the carriage means. - 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


FIG. 1 is a side elevation of the seat apparatus of the 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a plan view thereof. 

FIG. 3 is a side elevation of the carriage. 

FIG. 4 is a top elevation of the carriage. 

FIG. 5 is an elevational view of the seat taken along 
line 5—5 of FIG. 2 
- FIG. 6 is a partial sectional view taken along line 
6—6 of FIG. 5. 
“ FIG. 7 is a partial sectional view along line 7—7 of 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 8 is a partial sectional view along line 8—8 of 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the locking mecha- 
nism. 


DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 


The adjustable height seat apparatus is shown in 
FIGS. 1-9 as including a base 2, a hollow support tube 
4, a carriage 6 and a seat 8 pivotally connected to the 
front of the carriage for vertical movement along the 
support tube. 

The seat apparatus shown is especially adapted for 
use in an armored personnel carrier in which interior 
space is limited and which in combat use exposes the 
seat apparatus to dust, dirt and other foreign matter as 
well as to drenching with salt water during beach land- 
ings. The seat apparatus, as already mentioned, is de- 
signed to be compact, space-saving and simple in con- 
struction and to be durable and relatively maintenance- 
free in use in such a vehicle. 

In use in such a vehicle, the base 2 of the seat appara- 
tus is secured to the floor of a gunner operator’s cage 
(not shown) which is rotatable with the gun turret. Of 
course, the base 2 may comprise the floor of the cage. 
The support tube 4 is attached at its lower end to the 
base 2 such as by welding, bolting and the like and its 
upper end is similarly attached to a bracket 10 extending 
from the roof or side of the gunner’s cage. The support 
tube 4 extends upwardly from the base 2 and includes a 
plurality of height adjustment apertures 12 spaced apart 
along its length. As is apparent from FIG. 1. the support 
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tube 4 has a generally square or rectangular cross-sec- 
tion, although other cross-sections may be employed. 

The carriage 6 is movably mounted on the support 
tube 4 and includes a carriage frame having a front wall 
or plate 14 and a pair of spaced parallel side walls or 
plates 16 extending from the front of the support tube to 
behind it as shown in FIG. 2. r 

Pivotally attached to the front wall 14 of the carriage 
is the seat 8. The seat includes an end plate 22 having a 
pair of spaced pivot tubes 24 and an intermediate pivot 
tube 26 axially aligned therewith. These pivot tubes are 
in further axial alignment with spaced apart pivot open- 
ings 28 in ears 29 on the front plate 14 of the carriage as 
shown best in FIG. 2. Received through the aligned 
pivot tubes and openings is a pivot pin 30 secured 
therein by cotter pins 32 at opposite ends thereof. 

A coil spring 34 is received over the pivot pin 30 
between pivot tubes 24 and pivot tube 26, see FIG. 2. 
One end 34a of each spring is secured to the seat 8 as 
shown in FIG. 1 while the other end 345 is nested 
against the front carriage wall 14. The seat is thereby 
pivotably connected to the carriage 6 and can be placed 
in a stowed position vertically against the front plate 14 
or in a working position (FIG. 1) where the seat is 
cantilevered from the front plate. 

The side plates 16 of the carriage 6 include a first 
guide roller assembly 40 supported between the plates 
behind the support tube 4 in rolling contact therewith. 
FIG. 9 shows that the roller assembly includes a pin 42 
received in holes 44 in the side plates 16, a hollow nylon 
guide roller 46 on the pin, a washer 47 and four cotter 
pins 48 located outboard of the side plates to secure the 
pin ends against movement. 

A second roller assembly 50 is supported between 
front extensions 16a of the side plates 16 in front of the 
support tube 4 in rolling contact therewith and diago- 
nally below the first roller assembly 40 as shown best in 
FIG. 1. The second roller assembly includes the same 
components as just described for the first roller assem- 
bly with reference to FIG. 9. 

As is apparent from FIG. 1, when the seat 8 is canti- 
levered from the front carriage plate 14, the torque 
exerted on the support tube 4 is transmitted by the first 
and second roller assemblies 40 and 50 and the rolling 
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the carriage 6 vertically on the support tube for height 
adjustment purposes under such loading without bind- 
ing or cocking of the carriage on the support tube. To 
further help in this regard, four generally L-shaped 
stationary guide members 60 are adhered to the side 
plates 16 in the vicinity of each roller assembly 40, 50 to 
engage lateral sides 4a and a portion of the front side 45 
of the support tube 4 as shown. 

As shown best in FIG. 2, one side plate 16 of the 
carriage frame carries a releasable locking mechanism 
70 for locking the carriage and thus the seat at an ad- 
justed position on the support tube 4. The locking 
mechanism includes a cylindrical tubular projection 72 
with ears 72a on one of the side plates 16. Received 
within the cylindrical tubular projection is a locking pin 
74 and a biasing spring 76 engaging a collar 74a on the 
pin to force it toward the support tube. At the other 
end, the spring 76 abuts a toggle linkage base plate 80 
attached to the ears 72a by screws 82 (only one shown). 
The toggle base plate 80 supports clevis type pins 84 
and 86. A single link 88 is pivotally connected to clevis 
pin 84 by pin 90, washer 91 and cotter pin 92 in well 
known fashion and to clevis pin 86 by a similar arrange- 


50 


55 


60 


65 


4 

ment of pin 100, washer 101 and cotter pin 102. The link 

88 includes a projecting arm 88a having a finger tab 104 

for pushing by the seat operator. For example, the oper- 

ator would push the finger tab 104 to the right in FIG. 

2 to release the pin 74 from the particular height adjust- 

ment aperture 12 with which it was engaged. The tog- 

gle linkage is of the overthrow type such that it will 
remain released until the finger tab 104 is again pushed 
by the operator. 

As shown in FIG. 1, a constant load type negator 
ribbon spring 120 is rotatably positioned inside the sup- 
port tube 4 by a pin 122. The spring has one free end 
which is secured to the carriage front plate 14 at any 
suitable location. The negator spring 120 is a known 
type in the art which is wound on a spool 126 and when 
unwound will tend to assume its normal coiled condi- 
tion around spool 126, thus biasing the carriage 6 and 
seat 8 connected thereto when the carriage is released 
from an adjusted position on the support tube 4. 

The operation of the seat apparatus is simple; the 
operator merely pushes the finger tab 104 to release or 
lock the seat in adjusted positions as it moves vertically 
relative to support tube 4. When unlocked, the negator 
spring 120 tends to pull the carriage and seat upwardly. 
Movement downwardly is provided by the operator’s 
weight overcoming the force of the negator spring. 
Thus, by varying sitting pressure on the seat and manip- 
ulating finger tab 104, the operator can control and 
adjust the vertical position of the seat. And, of course, 
the seat is stowable out of the way simply by pivoting it 
upwardly (FIG. 1) against the front plate 14 of the 
carriage. 

While the seat apparatus of the invention has been 
described by a detailed description of certain specific 
and preferred embodiments, it is understood that vari- 
ous modifications and changes can be made in them 
within the scope of the appended claims which are 
intended to include equivalents of such embodiments. 

I claim: 

1. An adjustable height seat apparatus comprising: 
(a) a base, 

(b) a support means extending upwardly from the base 
and having a plurality of height adjustment means 
spaced along the length thereof, 

(c) a carriage means carrying a seat on a front side 
thereof and forming a channel receiving said support 
means, said carriage means including a first guide 
roller means behind said support means in rolling 
contact therewith and a second guide roller means in 
front of said support means in rolling contact there- 
with and diagonally disposed relative to said first 
guide roller means to guide said carriage means and 
allow vertical movement thereof relative to said sup- 
port means, said carriage means further including 
releasable locking means to engage said height adjust- 
ment means of said support means to releasably lock 
the carriage and seat in an adjusted position, and 

(d) spring means having a spring member wound on a 
spool rotatably supported on said support means 
above the carriage means with the spring member 
having a vertically extending portion secured to said 
carriage to bias same upwardly when said locking 
means is released. 

2. The seat apparatus of claim 1 which further com- 
prises lateral guide means between said carriage and 
support means and between said first guide means and 
second guide means. 
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3. The seat apparatus of claim 1 wherein the support 
means is a hollow support tube having a plurality of 
height adjustment apertures. 

4. The seat apparatus of claim 1 wherein the locking 
mechanism includes a spring biased locking pin means 
and a toggle linkage means connected to said pin means 
for engaging and releasing same relative to the height 
adjustment means. 

5. The seat apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first 
guide means and second guide means are roller means in 
rolling contact with said support means. 

6. The seat apparatus of claim 1 wherein the spring 
means comprises a constant load type coiled spring 
rotatably supported in said support means. 

7. An adjustable height seat apparatus comprising: 
(a) a base, 

(b) a hollow support means extending upwardly from 
the base the having a plurality of height adjustment 
apertures spaced along the length thereof, 

(c) a carriage means having a front wall with a seat 
connected thereto and spaced side walls extending 
from the front to behind said support means, said 
front wall and side walls forming a channel receiving 
said support means, first guide roller means supported 
between said side walls behind said support means in 
smooth rolling contact therewith, second guide roller 
means supported between said side walls in front of 
and in smooth rolling contact with said support 
means and diagonally below said first roller means 
whereby said carriage means can move vertically 
relatively to said support means for height adjust- 
ment, and further having means for releasably lock- 
ing the position of said carriage and seat connected 
thereto, said locking means including a spring biased 
pin means adapted to engage one of the height adjust- 
ment apertures in said support means and toggle link- 
age means connected to said pin means operable to 
lock the carriage in adjusted position by engaging 
said pin means in one of said apertures and operable 
to release said pin from said one aperture for height 
adjustment, and ; 

(d) constant load type spring means having a spring 
member wound on a spool rotatably supported on 
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said support means above the carriage means with the 

spring member having a vertically extending portion 

secured to said carriage means to bias said carriage 
means and seat connected thereto in an upward direc- 
tion when said pin means is released. 

8. An adjustable height seat apparatus comprising: 

(a) a base, 

(b) a hollow tubular support means of generally rectan- 
gular cross-section extending upwardly from the base 
and having a plurality of height adjustment apertures 
spaced along the length thereof, 

(c) a generally U-shaped carriage means having a front 
wall with a seat pivotally connected thereto sand 
spaced said walls extending from the front to behind 
said support means, said front wall and side walls 
forming a channel receiving said support means, first 
guide roller means supported between said side walls 
behind said support means in smooth rolling contact 
therewith, second guide roller means supported be- 
tween said side walls in front of and in smooth rolling 
contact with said support means and diagonally 
below said first roller means whereby said carriage 
means can move vertically relatively to said support 
means for height adjustment, and further having 
means for releasably locking the position of said car- 
riage and seat connected thereto, said locking means 
including a spring biased pin means adapted to en- 
gage the height adjustment apertures in said support 
means and toggle linkage means connected to said pin 
means operable to lock the carriage in adjusted posi- 
tion by engaging said pin means in one of said aper- 
tures and operable to release said pin from said one 
aperture for height adjustment, and 

(d) constant load type spring means having a spring 
member wound on a spool rotatably supported inside 
said support means above the carriage means with the 
spring member having a portion extending vertically 
in front of said support means and secured to said 
carriage means to bias and carriage means and seat 
connected thereto in an upward direction when said 


pin means is released. 
* * * * * 


